
THESIS WRITING SEMINAR 
Part 1

What is an MA Thesis?
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Sometimes I say that writing a novel
is the same as constructing a chair: a 
person must be able to sit in it, to be
balanced on it. If I can produce a 
great chair, even better. But above all 
I have to make sure that it has four
stable feet. 

José Saramago

THESIS

Thesis as a chair 
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Academic publications: 
Monograph 
Edited volume 
Journal article (double-blind peer review) 

Sources/data: 
Primary (interviews, datasets, documents, diaries, photos, recordings… 
everything that has not been analysed) 
Secondary (textbooks, monographs, edited volumes, journal articles… 
everything that has been already analysed and published) 

You have to critically evaluate secondary sources and collect primary data 
(create your own empirical corpus)
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Thesis 
proposal 
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How does an MA thesis look like?

MA thesis
Demonstrates your ability to do a piece of research
independently i.e. to evaluate and produce knowledge

Empirical 
Original 
Structured 
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THESIS STRUCTURE 
Title 
Abstract 
Table of Contents 
Introduction 
Literature Review 
Methods 
Analysis (Results)
Discussion 
[Conclusion]
References 
Appendices 
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THESIS STRUCTURE 
Title 
Abstract 
Table of Contents 
Introduction 
Literature Review 
Methods 
Analysis (Results)
Discussion 
[Conclusion]
References 
Appendices 

7

zooming in

zooming out

Thesis becoming “more yours”, 
more specific from the
Introduction to the Analysis  

Analysis (only your material, only your topic)



Title Example 
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Title
Abstract 
Table of 
Contents 
Introduction 
Literature 
Review 
Methods 
Analysis 
(Results)
Discussion 
[Conclusion]
References 
Appendices 



Abstract Example 1
(≈250 words)
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Title 
Abstract 
Table of 
Contents 
Introduction 
Literature 
Review 
Methods 
Analysis 
(Results)
Discussion 
[Conclusion]
References 
Appendices 

an abstract is a summary of all major thesis parts



Abstract

Scholars have identified policing and hyper-incarceration as key mechanisms 
to reproduce racial inequality and poverty. Existing research, however, often 
overlooks how policing practices impact gender and sexuality, especially 
expansive expressions of gender and non-heterosexuality. This lack of attention 
is critical because lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people 
disproportionately experience incarceration, including LGBTQ youth who are 
disproportionately incarcerated in juvenile detention. In this article, I draw on 18 
months of ethnographic fieldwork and 40 in-depth interviews with LGBTQ 
youth experiencing homelessness to address this gap in the literature by 
documenting how police and other agents of the state use their discretion to 
regulate youth’s gender expressions, identities, and sex lives. I posit that current 
policing patterns of discrimination operate primarily not through de jure 
discrimination against LGBTQ people but as de facto discrimination based on 
discretionary hyper-incarceration practices that police gender, sexuality, and 
LGBTQ people. I contend that policing is not only about maintaining racial 
inequality and governing poverty but also about controlling and regulating 
gender and sexuality, especially the gender and sexuality of poor LGBTQ people 
of color.

Abstract Example 1 Knowledge gap!

Method

Results/Argument

Why does this matter?
Literature review
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Abstract 
Example 2
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Abstract

In contrast to the rich literature on the causes of the gender gap in workplace 
authority, relatively little is known about how the jobs and experiences of 
women and men compare once they have positions with authority. Using linked 
survey and administrative data of about 100,000 women and men working in 
Dutch organizations, I analyzed differences in job resources (earnings, 
autonomy, and nonroutine work) and strains (workplace harassment, work–
nonwork interference, and job burnout) between women and men in positions 
of workplace authority. I find that women in authority report lower levels of job 
resources than men with authority jobs, and are more likely to report 
experiences of work-related strains. Crucially, women with authority jobs are 
the most likely of all gender/authority status groups to report experiencing 
sexual harassment, bullying, and intimidation at the workplace, and they have 
the highest probability of reporting job burnout symptoms. These findings 
suggest that women’s entry into authority positions alone is not sufficient for 
achieving gender equality.

Abstract Example 2
Knowledge gap!

Method

Results/Argument

Discussion/Implications

Literature review
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Clara Lhullier’s thesis: 
Divergent Roads to Power: Lesbian Politicians in Serbia and Brazil

4.5 Ethical considerations 

Table of Contents Example 1
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Title 
Abstract 
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Literature 
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References 
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Silvia Trevisani’s thesis: 
Women’s Court: A Feminist Approach to Justice in the Post-Yugoslav SpaceTable of Contents 

Example 2
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Introduction (≈10%) 
Opening Paragraph Example
where and when are we? 
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Introduction 

Introducing your topic, identifying a knowledge gap, 
outlining your argument/contribution

Starting to zoom in on the knowledge gap…

Our article starts to fill this lacuna…
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Introduction
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Clara Lhullier’s thesis: 
Divergent Roads to Power: Lesbian Politicians in Serbia and Brazil



Literature Review
(≈30%)
Theoretical framework

What do we already know?

What should the reader know to be 
able to follow and understand your 
argument?

What have other authors argued?

Where is a knowledge gap?

Not a list/enumeration of names:

Smith argues that… Johnson argues that…. 
Not a list of journals… no journal names should appear… 

Literature review is a function of this 
chapter/these chapters, 
it should not be its/their title
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Literature Review

Don’t give full book titles:

X    In the book Explaining the Phenomenon A, Miller 
(2023) argues that the phenomenon A has three major 
dimensions. 

Instead:

It has been suggested that the phenomenon A has 
three major dimensions (Miller, 2023). These are…  
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Methods (≈10%)

1. General considerations
2. Data Collection 
3. Data Analysis 
4. Ethics 

longer in a thesis
shorter in a paper

Literature review is not a part 
of the Methods chapter!

Literature review is not a 
method!
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Analysis/Results (≈30%)
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Title 
Abstract
Table of 
Contents 
Introduction 
Literature 
Review 
Methods 
Analysis
(Results)
Discussion 
[Conclusion]
References 
Appendices 

ONLY YOUR MATERIAL 
argument + evidence
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Analysis
Thematic/content analysis 
Example 

Theme 1

Theme 2

Theme 3

Aspect a – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect b – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect c – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect d – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)

Aspect a – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect b – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect c – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect d – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)

Aspect a – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect b – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect c – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)
Aspect d – excerpt (evidence, substantiation)



Analysis
Example
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DISCUSSION (≈20%)

NO NEW EMPIRICAL MATERIAL FROM THIS POINT!
(e.g. don’t mention your interviewees or give interview excerpts)

ZOOMING OUT
Going beyond the empirical material 

Answering the why question

Revisiting the literature review in the light of your analysis
“entering into a dialogue with other authors” 

Reflexive/theoretical generalisations

What has remained unanswered and suggestions for further 
research

It is possible to have Analysis & Discussion together 24
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Discussion 
Example

Restatement of the problem

Summary of the findings 

What is surprising?

Zooming out –
longer-term
perspective 

Zooming out –
longer-term
perspective 
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Analysis vs Discussion Example
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The End of Discussion
(conclusion, in a paper) 

Example 1  
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The End of Discussion
(conclusion, in a thesis) 

Example 2

Clara‘s thesis
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References
A referencing style should be 
used consistently 

I recommend the APA 
(American Psychological 
Association). 

A referencing style does not 
have to do only with your 
references, it helps you with 
the formatting of the whole 
document. 
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Appendices
In this part of the thesis, you can put e.g. your 
interview guide or any other material that 
substantiates your argument but for which 
there is not place anywhere else in the thesis 
(e.g. a longer published statement of a 
collective you study). 

If you have more than one appendix, you can 
number them in the following way

Appendix A
Appendix B
… 
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Abstract
Table of 
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Clara’s thesis: 
Divergent Roads to Power: Lesbian Politicians in Serbia and Brazil

Discussion 

Analysis

Analysis

Introduction

Lit Review

Lit Review

Lit Review

Methods References
Appendices
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Thank you!
bojan.bilic@unibo.it
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